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Short stories are a joy to read and contain profound truths. From Roald
Dahl's suspenseful The Landlady to Guy de Maupassant's sober The
Necklace, we are moved, entertained and transported to a realm which is
similar to, yet not quite like the real world. Just like the narratives
mentioned, many of these writing prompts are sinister, mysterious or
quirky, so make of them what you will!

In terms of story structure, Freytag's Pyramid should help. Before you
start writing, think about your introduction (status quo and backstory),
inciting incident (something that threatens the status quo), rising action
(build-up of tension), climax, falling action (reduction of tension) and
resolution (moral lessons learned, loose ends tied up). 

With regards to your characters, consider their personalities, living
conditions, strengths and weaknesses, hobbies, distinguishing
characteristics and goals. In addition, what is standing in the way of them
achieving their goals and how is this resolved? Also, what do they learn
and how do they grow? 

On the next page, I've included some spider diagrams where you can
brainstorm your characters (protagonists and antagonists) and
worksheets to record plot ideas and describe scenes. Please make more
copies if needed. Good luck and happy writing!

Introduction

Introduction

Inciting incident

Rising action

Climax

Falling action 

Resolution 

Freytag's Pyramid 
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Character 1

Character 2

Name: _______________________________________ 
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Character 3

Character 4

Name: _______________________________________ 
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Character 5

Character 6

Name: _______________________________________ 



Plot Elements
Character's everyday life (status quo) 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

Inciting incident (problem/threat)

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

 
Rising action (more problems/challenges) 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

Character's goals or dreams

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

Climax 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

Falling action (tension reduces)

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

Resolution  

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

Name: ___________________________________
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Don't forget to use all your senses when you're describing scenes. What
do you hear, smell, taste, see and feel? Moreover, use similes, metaphors,
juxtaposition, onomatopoeia and personification to bring your vista alive.
Drawing can also help!

Scene 1 
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

 
Scene 1 drawing

Scenes
Name: ___________________________________
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Scene 2 
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
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Scenes
Name: ___________________________________
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Story Prompts

1. You’re housesitting in a swanky suburb when a woman knocks on the
door. She’s brought a carrot cake and says she lives nearby. You invite her
in and get chatting. Strangely, after a couple of minutes, the hairs on the
back of your neck stand up. Is she really a neighbour? 

2. Write a dialogue between two people who are having an argument. You
must use the line He’s skating on thin ice somewhere in the conversation.

3. You work at a local café. One morning, a man comes in who is usually
well-dressed and courteous. As he’s ordering his cappuccino, you notice
that his hair is unkempt and his shirt is ripped. What has happened to
him? Tell the story from his perspective. 

4. You see an old friend across the street and wave at them. However,
they stare blankly at you. What is going on?

5. A family is having a picnic beside a popular lake. The ducks are
quacking and the seagulls are ducking and weaving as people throw
grapes and hunks of bread their way. Without warning, the ground begins
to shake…
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7. You’re staying in a Gothic manor high in the mountains. Standing on the
balcony, the jagged skyline dominates. The tang of pine needles catches
the air and suddenly, there is a cry from up above. What could it be? 

6. Write a five-hundred-word story which contains the words stark,
whump, shy, slurp and pimple.

8. You’re a real estate agent who is attempting to sell a quaint, seaside
cottage. The problem is, no one has made any offers in over six months.
All the houses in the area are selling well but for some reason, this little
gem won’t budge. Why?

9. Write a story with the title: A wolf in sheep’s clothing. 

10. Write a story which begins with the line: The trees whispered, urging me
not to enter the gloom…

11. You hear music emanating from a room and as you walk in, it stops.
Walking out again, the music starts up again, but this time, it’s a
completely different tune. 

12. You’ve made a new friend at the local dog park. You both have
Leonbergers, which is pretty rare. While you’re completing the circuit one
day, you realise they are mining you for information. You’ve noticed it
before and it seemed harmless, but now it feels off. Who are they really?
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13. You’re roaring through a tunnel on the overnight train when the
loudspeaker comes on...

14. You’ve rented a room in your house in order to save for an overseas
holiday. Your partner thinks it’s a great idea but when you get home from
work your tenant has cleared out. They haven’t stolen anything and their
payments are up-to-date, so there’s no harm done. What might have
happened?

15. A young woman is camping deep in the bush. Inside her tent, there is
a torch, some dehydrated food, water bottles, clothes, a sleeping bag, a
prosthetic nose and a couple of wigs. What is her story?

16. You’re on a deserted road, late at night. With a sputter, your car
comes to a hiccoughing stop. You attempt to get it going again, but in
vain. There is no cell phone service and you begin to panic. Glancing in
your mirror, you see a figure with a flashlight edging towards you. 

17. You’re standing in a queue and a person shouts out, claiming to know
you. Blushing, you nod politely and rack your brain. Who are they and
where could you have met them?

Sophie Chenoweth (2022) 



18. A dilapidated cabin has stood vacant for years. The wallpaper is
peeling, the floorboards creak and the back garden is crawling with
weeds. A new family moves in and begins to renovate it, but the youngest
child is having nightmares. Have they seen a ghost or are they simply
imagining things?

19. Your sister has met a new guy and he seems polite, but on the few
occasions you’ve met him, you get the heebie-jeebies. Mulling over it, you
realise his stories don’t add up. Is he simply trying to impress you or is
there something more sinister at play?

20. You’ve moved to a new town and are getting to know the locals. Since
you’re a Social Media Influencer, you enjoy taking photos and posting
them online. However, one of the shop owners won’t let you take any
pictures of her…

21. You’re in your loungeroom, watching TV when you hear a loud buzzing
sound. Looking out, you see a drone hovering outside the window.

22. You’ve been sending notes to your frenemies at school with cheeky
little comments about their crappy car or their horrid new haircut. You
keep it light, but enjoy watching them trying to figure out who’s behind
them. Thinking you’ve been discreet; you are unnerved when you receive
one yourself…
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23. A man is trawling through an antiquarian book shop. Skimming his
fingers along the dusty bookshelf, he trips on a trapdoor. It springs open
and he glances through the hole. There is a group of people, huddled in a
circle, eyebrows furrowed. Who are they and what are they doing?

24. Your flatmate is on a blind-date. They send you a frown emoji,
indicating it’s not going very well and ask you to pick them up. Describe
the date.

25. You’re on a long-haul bus trip. While dining at the service station, you
notice your seatmate having an intense conversation with someone near
the fried food. He storms off and now it’s time to reboard. Once you’re
back on the coach, the driver says he’ll only wait five more minutes for
stragglers. Before long, a guy gets on and sits next to you, but it’s not your
travel buddy. 

26. A teenage boy is recording starfish species at his local rockpools. He’s
an avid naturalist and excels in biology at school. He’d love to see the
world, but is not permitted to leave the island where he lives. Why? 
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27. You work at a local diner. One night, a girl with dark circles under her
eyes comes in and asks for Melissa. Melissa is not a real person’s name;
it’s code for trouble. You reach under the counter and press a secret
button. What happens next? 

28. You’ve made a new friend down the street. She’s quite timid but
laughs at your dumb jokes and likes the same music. While on school
camp, she disappears in the middle of the night. The teachers form a
search party and contact her parents, but strangely, the whole family has
packed up and left. What could have happened?      

29. You’re on holiday and everything seems off-kilter. You stub your toe,
the cab is late, you forget your motion sickness pills and then you vomit
after getting off the seaplane. The weird thing is, instead of feeling upset,
you are calm and peaceful. What is going on?

 

30. You’re on a date in an olde-worlde cinema enjoying a classic movie
when the curtains come crashing down. The lights turn on and everyone
is dressed in 1950’s style clothes. Did you miss the memo or have you
suddenly slipped back in time?

31. You’re a circus ringmaster and a young man comes looking for a job.
He’s very talented at juggling and sings beautiful ballads. You decide to
give him a go but one day, you call his name and he doesn’t turn around.
Is he going deaf or is there another reason?
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32. You’re at the airport and all the flights are cancelled. Why?

33. You are about to enter a milk bar when you get tingles down your
spine. Your fingers and toes are tingling too. What do you do next?

34. You’re on the fifth floor of an office block when you hear loud sirens.
Looking out the window, you see a motorcade of police cars. Should you
stay put or make your way downstairs?

35. You’re hosting a house-party when an uninvited guest turns up. Do
you let them in or turn them away? 

36. You’re on a cruise ship and you have dinner with the same family
every night. However, tonight, they are nowhere to be seen. What has
happened to them?

37. You’re staring at a painting in an old castle. Suddenly, it begins to
shimmer. Is the water really moving or is light from outside playing tricks
with your eyes?

38. You’re camping with friends and watching a colony of bats fly
overhead. Suddenly, there is a rustle in the bushes. You shine your torch
on the clump of vegetation, but can’t see anything. What is causing the
noise?

39. You’re walking along the beach when you come across some writing
on the sand. It spells h-e-l-p. Turning around, you search for the person
who wrote it. Where are they?
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40. Write a story containing the words scrutiny, stowaway, deceit, forest
and yacht. 

41. You’re at a masquerade ball and a masked person asks you to dance.
You enjoy swaying with your partner but their movements are eerily
familiar. Who are they?     

42. You are hosting a fund-raiser at the local town hall. The night before,
you make one-hundred cupcakes and store them in the backroom fridge.
The next day, you arrive at the building ready to set up your stall, but all
the cupcakes are missing. What could have happened?

43. You know a man who always says yes to requests made of him.
Unfortunately, he rarely follows through. When he lets your mate down,
you decide that enough is enough. What do you do?

44. A husband-and-wife team provide budget home renovations. They go
from town to town, advertising their services. The problem is, they do
more harm than good and are not qualified or registered. Write the story
from the perspective of a new client. 

45. You are the family pet. Write a story from your point-of-view. 

Sophie Chenoweth (2022) 



49. You run a magazine and receive a disturbing story which seems too
real to be made-up. You contact the contributor and ask them some
probing questions. They confirm that it’s all fiction but you’re not
convinced. 

48. You’re a bus driver in a big city. You pick people up from posh suburbs
and take them into the CBD. One day, the bus breaks down on a major
bridge. How do your passengers react?

50. You join a book club and meet every few weeks. One of the members
is very well-read. However, she seems to know key details about novels
that have yet to be published. Over time, you realise that her 'tidbits' are
correct. Who is she and what is her purpose in coming to the club?

46. Write a story containing the line It’s like living in a fishbowl.

47. You’re a cleaner in a large hotel. Nobody notices you and they think
you’re not listening. Write a story about some characters you are
eavesdropping on. 
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